Epidemiological aspects of outbreaks of food-borne salmonellosis in Scotland between 1980 and 1989.
Between 1980 and 1989, 2,212 outbreaks of food-borne infection were reported in Scotland. Of 2,073 episodes for which a causative agent was established, 1,732 (84%) were caused by salmonellae. An average of 980 people were affected each year, while the average number of individuals infected per general outbreak was 16.8. The infected foods were consumed outside Scotland in 25% of the outbreaks. In 75% of 1,107 episodes where the location was specified, the implicated foods were consumed in the home; hotels and restaurants accounted for 15%. Specific food items were identified in 603 (35%) of the 1,732 outbreaks; poultry meat was responsible for 332 (55%) and milk 49 (8%), while eggs accounted for 23 (4%) outbreaks.